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PASTORAL LEASES — RENT 
Statement by Minister for Lands 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Minister for Lands) [2.06 pm]: Earlier today, I announced that the 
McGowan government will provide assistance to the pastoral industry by phasing in new rents for 
Western Australian pastoral leases over the next three years. Western Australia’s pastoral rents are independently 
determined every five years by the Valuer-General in accordance with the Land Administration Act 1997. Rent 
determinations are based on current land values and the economic state of the pastoral industry. The Valuer-General 
has determined that although the rent for some pastoral leases will rise as a result of this year’s review, the main 
financial impact is expected to be in the state’s north. This reflects strong land values over the past three to five years 
and indicates that there is a growing level of demand locally and internationally for WA’s cattle and a big future 
for the pastoral industry. To assist pastoralists and ease the pressure of any increases, the McGowan government 
will ensure that rent increases will be staged over a three-year period to allow pastoralists to take account of the 
rent increase in their forward financial planning. Increases will be capped at 20 per cent in 2019–20 and 2020–21, 
with the full rental increase applied in 2021–22. Revenue from the increased rents will be used to assist in 
delivering better economic, social and environmental outcomes on Western Australia’s pastoral estate. 
The Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development will engage with Aboriginal pastoral 
leaseholders to offer targeted financial planning and support, with a particular focus on stations in the Kimberley 
most impacted by the most recent round of pastoral rent increases. As Minister for Lands, I have also called for 
a review of the system, to examine the methodology and frequency of the pastoral lease rent review process. 
The current regime produces the sort of financial shock that pastoralists, and indeed any business owners, are quite 
rightly keen to avoid. 
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